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Chapter 5 
THE REBELLION IN DARRA.t NUR 


R. Lincoin Keiser 


THE REALLLION: QUESTIONS AND PARADOXES 


On 27 April 1978, Afghan Communist revolutionaries led by 
Nur Muhammad Taraki and Hafizullah Amin overthrew the govern- 
ment of Muhammad Daoud, thus ending the rule of the Muhammad. 
zai, the Pashtun raval lineage that had dominated Afghan politics for 
one hundred and fifty years. The officials of the new Communist 
government were almost exclusively members of the educated elite 
and bad neither sympathy for nor understanding of the tribal and 
peasant rural population that comprised the majority of Afghanistan's 
people. Lacking legitimacy in the eyes of most Afghans and handi- 
capped by narrow, doctrinaire views, officials of the Communist 
regime quickly succeeded in alienating large sections of the popula- 
tion. Beginning at first with isolated uprisings, armed rebellion finally 
spreati throughout the country. By early winter 1979 it was apparent 
that the Afghan military was incapable of containing the rebellion 
despite massive Soviet aid. Thus in December of that year units from 
the Soviet army and air force crossed the Afghan border and occupied 
strategic roads, cities, and bases in the country. Ferocious and bloody 
fighting between Afghan guerrillas and the Soviet invaders ensucd— 
fighting which continues to the present. In this struggle an often 
ragtag, poorly armed assortment of peasants, tribesmen, and urban 
dwellers divided by ideological and ethnic differences has so far 
proven a match for the Sovict Union. This not onh continues to 
surprise Western military “experts,” but poses perplexing questions 
relating to the nature of popular rebellions as well, In this ch 
we 


ler 
ill attempt to provide some understanding of the rebellion in 
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